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SEAMLESS Demonstration Use Case 1 Day 
brings the future of waterborne logistics to life

SAFE, EFFICIENT AND AUTONOMOUS:
MULTIMODAL LIBRARY OF EUROPEAN SHORTSEA 

AND INLAND SOLUTIONS
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On 3 June 2026, Horten, Norway, became a showcase for the future of maritime 
logistics as the SEAMLESS consortium welcomed industry leaders, technology 
developers, researchers, students and public stakeholders to the Demonstration 
Use Case 1 (DUC1) Demonstration Day.

Hosted by the University of South-Eastern Norway (USN), the event marked a 
major milestone for the project, offering a unique opportunity to experience how 
autonomous technologies, digital platforms and innovative logistics solutions are 
coming together to transform waterborne transport.

Throughout the day, participants witnessed how the SEAMLESS vision is moving 
from concept to reality. Rather than presenting individual technologies in isolation, 
the demonstrations highlighted how autonomous vessel operations, remote 
monitoring and control, smart cargo handling and digital logistics coordination 
can operate as part of a connected and seamless logistics ecosystem.

The morning programme brought together some of the leading voices shaping the 
future of maritime innovation. Following an overview of the SEAMLESS project by 
Prof. Nikolaos P. Ventikos, Professor at the School of Naval Architecture & Marine 
Engineering at the National Technical University of Athens and SEAMLESS Project 
Coordinator, participants heard insights from Jonas Gustavsson, CEO of 
MacGregor; Bjørn Jalving, CTO of Kongsberg Maritime; Kjerstin Kleyne Braaten, 
SVP Emerging Solutions at Kongsberg Maritime; Vegar Johansen, CEO of SINTEF 
Ocean AS; and Ørnulf Jan Rødseth, Maritime ITS Consultant and internationally 
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recognized expert in maritime automation and digitalization. The conversations 
explored the opportunities and challenges surrounding autonomous shipping, 
remote operations and the future of maritime logistics, while underlining the 
importance of collaboration between industry, research organizations and 
regulators to bring these solutions into everyday operations.

A central message emerged throughout the discussions: the technologies required 
for autonomous and remotely operated logistics are rapidly maturing, but their 
successful deployment depends on integrating technical innovation with 
operational, regulatory and societal considerations.
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The afternoon brought participants closer to the technologies themselves. At 
Horten Harbour, visitors toured Massterly’s Remote Operation Centre (ROC), 
gaining first-hand insight into how remotely operated and autonomous vessels are 
monitored and managed in real time. The experience offered a tangible 
demonstration that remote vessel operations are no longer a vision of the future, 
but an operational reality already taking shape.
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Participants also explored a range of innovative solutions developed within the 
project. MacGregor presented its Voyage and Container Optimisation Platform 
(VCOP) alongside simulations of its Autonomous Cargo Handling solution, 
showcasing how automation can improve efficiency, safety and operational 
performance. The Valenciaport Foundation demonstrated the capabilities of the 
ModalNET platform, highlighting the role of digitalization and real-time information 
sharing in creating more connected and efficient multimodal logistics chains.

Beyond the technology demonstrations, the event provided an opportunity to 
engage with the next generation of maritime professionals. Students participated 
in dedicated innovation showcases, reflecting the growing importance of 
developing new skills and expertise to support the sector’s digital and autonomous 
future.

The day concluded with a look ahead to Demonstration Use Case 2 (DUC2), which 
will further validate and expand SEAMLESS technologies in a larger operational 
environment later this year.



More than a technology showcase, the DUC1 Demonstration Day demonstrated 
the progress being made towards a new model of waterborne logistics - one that is 
smarter, safer, more connected and more sustainable. 

By bringing together advanced technologies, operational expertise and stakeholder 
collaboration, SEAMLESS continues to contribute to Europe's ambition of 
accelerating the shift towards waterways and building the resilient transport 
systems of tomorrow.

From Horten to International Headlines
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The SEAMLESS DUC1 Demonstration Day attracted significant attention from both 
specialised and mainstream media, reflecting the growing interest in autonomous 
and remotely operated maritime transport. The event showcased how the 
technologies demonstrated within SEAMLESS are helping shape the future of 
greener, safer and more efficient logistics, while highlighting the broader 
developments enabling the deployment of autonomous shipping, including the 
recent adoption of the IMO's first international safety framework for Maritime 
Autonomous Surface Ships (MASS).

The original feature article published by Norwegian SciTech News, "This 
technology makes it possible to be a seafarer on land", reached a broad audience 
through Gemini's communication channels, which distribute content to 
approximately 40,000 Norwegian-language subscribers and 10,000 
English-language subscribers, in addition to website readership. The story was 
subsequently republished, translated and adapted by several international media 
outlets, extending the visibility of SEAMLESS far beyond the demonstration site in 
Horten.

Further reading:
• Norwegian SciTech News (English): This technology makes it possible to be a 

seafarer on land
• Yahoo News: Seafarers on land: IMO adopts world's first safety code for 

autonomous surface ships
• MSN: Seafarers on land: IMO adopts world's first safety code for autonomous 

surface ships
• Knowridge: Could your online orders soon travel on crewless cargo ships?
• Gemini (Norwegian): Denne teknologien gjør det mulig å være sjømann på land
• Vista al Mar (Spanish): Nuevas tecnologías hacen posible ser marinero en 

tierra firme
• MT Logistikk (Norwegian): Autonomt gjennombrudd: Internasjonalt regelverk 

på plass
• NTB Press Release: Autonome skip og nytt regelverk baner vei for grønnere 

godstransport
• NRK Regional News Coverage (Vestfold og Telemark)
• Instagram coverage from the event
• Nytt lovverk for autonome fartoy dette er framtida for maritim transport 

(Norwegian)
• Seafarers Move Ashore to Pilot Autonomous Ships

The widespread media coverage demonstrates the increasing public and industry 
interest in autonomous shipping and highlights the role of SEAMLESS in advancing 
innovative solutions that support the digital and sustainable transformation of 
Europe's transport system.
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